Enterprise Flagler “Meet & Greet”

Thursday, May 25 at 4:30 PM
Grand Haven Club House
I.
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS

ART BARR
· Thank you for coming.

· As President I appreciate your involvement with Enterprise Flagler, our county’s primary business development and marketing entity.
· Thanks to Jim Cullis and LandMar/Grandhaven for hosting the event.  Offer Jim the opportunity to make a comment.
· Recognize John Haley, Vice President of Business Recruitment with Cornerstone (If in attendance).
II. RECAP OF LAST 12 MONTHS AND 

ART BARR

INTRODUCTION OF TOM COOLEY
· The last 12 months have been busy for Enterprise Flagler.  Highlights include:

· Joined the Cornerstone Regional Development Partnership, as Flagler County’s representative;

· Working with Sea Ray Boats to retain over 600 jobs;

· Completed a two month county-wide assessment of Enterprise Flagler that helped us identify key strategies, challenges and new opportunities;

· Hosted an economic development roundtable with our public sector partners that yielded new strategies to facilitate better cross organizational communication on economic development issues;
· Gained approval to move forward with the formation of an Industrial Development Authority;
· Hired Thomas Cooley as its new executive director.

· Which brings us to the purpose of our gathering tonight.  Tom Cooley has returned to Flagler County to lead Flagler County’s economic development efforts by accepting the position of Executive Director at Enterprise Flagler.  Many of you may know Tom from his years spent at ITT.
· Tom boast’s a 25 year background in industrial and economic development.  

· Tom has held executive level positions with: 

· The Southeast Missouri Port Authority

· Lorimont Development Corporation

· ITT – CDC
· The Economic Development Corporation of Madisonville-Hopkins County Kentucky

· The Greater Tampa Chamber of Commerce

· And Allegany County Government.

· Tom is a Certified Industrial Economic Developer since 1990 as well as a Certified Senior Leader in Corporate Real Estate since 2003.  

· He holds a B.S. in Business and Pre-Law and a Masters of Science in Economics.  

· Tom has over 22 years in the military and retried as a Lieutenant Colonel in the U.S. Army
· Please join me in welcoming Tom to Flagler County 
III.
Vision for the Future




Tom Cooley
Thank you…

TOM’S COMMENTS HERE

Before we get back to the festivities I would like to ask Michael Chiumento, Tammy Daniel, Bob DeVore, David Lusby and Bobby Masters to join me for a special announcement.

Michael, the stage is yours…

IV.
CAMPAIGN


MICHAEL CHIUMENTO III

ANNOUNCEMENT


· As Vice President of Enterprise Flagler I am very pleased be here tonight.  I am also very excited to be sharing the stage with Tammy, Bob, David and Bobby to make a very special announcement.
· As Art said earlier, the last 12 months have brought a world wind of change for Enterprise Flagler.  We have truly entered a new era of economic development in Flagler County.

· We now have an incredible opportunity to market our community and insure the type of high quality growth we all desire for Flagler County.  However, to take advantage of this opportunity, we must be strategic, proactive and targeted in our business development efforts.
· To be successful, we must also increase Enterprise Flagler’s financial resources.  Additional dollars are needed for Enterprise Flagler to increase its marketing initiatives, expand its existing business retention and expansion program, and to more effectively capitalize on its partnership with Cornerstone.
· To address this need, the Enterprise Flagler Board voted to conduct a feasibility study and ultimately to enter into a funding campaign that began in April.  Our goal is to raise a minimum of $200,000 per year for five years from the private sector.  The campaign will run through November.  
· Tammy Daniel, Bob DeVore, David Lusby, Bobby Masters and I believe so strongly in the importance of Enterprise Flagler to Flagler County’s economic development efforts that we have agreed to be campaign co-chairs.
· We are happy to report that after only 7 weeks the campaign is going very strong.  Excitement is high and the business community is digging deep to ensure that Tom has the resources he needs to successfully lead our county’s economic development efforts.  To date we are excited to announce that we have raised a total of ...(Turn over posters).

· This is just the beginning.  We thank our early investors and invite every business within Flagler County to join us and invest in Enterprise Flagler.  A bright future is ahead and we need everyone’s support and involvement.  Join us! 
V.
Closing Remarks





ART BARR

· Thank you Michael, Tammy, Bob, David and Bobby.  This is an exciting time and we appreciate your terrific leadership.
· Enjoy the rest of the event.  If you have not had the opportunity to meet Tom yet I encourage you to do so.










