Thursday
6:15 p.m. – Rick Lutovsky


Welcome Remarks:
 

Welcome and thank you for joining us for this special evening! MAYBE A BIT OF 
HISTORY OF THE PROJECT. Your support made this beautiful facility possible. 

Through your contributions to our Advantage Asheville campaign, we have made 
great 
strides in both economic and workforce development. In moments, you’ll hear from our 
past and present campaign chairs, as well as from major donors whose support was 
integral to this project. But first, I’d like to recognize the elected officials among us this 
evening. 
Recognition of:

Elected Officials





Mayor of Asheville Terry Bellamy





Vice Mayor Holly Jones









City Council Members – Jan Davis and Carl Mumpower





Chairman – Buncombe County Commission Nathan Ramsey





Commissioners David Gantt and David Young





North Carolina General Assembly –Senator Martin Nesbitt, 




Representatives Bruce Goforth, Ray Rapp and Phil Haire






From U.S. Congressman Charles Taylor’s Office – Steve Green
Rick



Our Chairman of the Board Charlie Haltiwanger with Eaton 




Corporation and many of our Chamber Board members are here 




tonight. Please raise your hand board members.





We would also like to recognize the companies and people who 




literally made this building possible. 





Our architects, Padgett and Freeman, Mike Freeman




Also, Kay McKinney who planned the interior design.





Our contractors, Beverly-Grant. Jerry Grant, Rick Grant, Henry 




Watts and Alan Trask are here tonight.





Young & McQueen who did all the grading and site preparation. 




And the many, many sub-contractors who assisted on the project.





And, Office Environments who supplied our furnishings. Chirs 




Young and Kimberly Solesbee. 

Introduce:


K. Ray Bailey (AB Tech) and/or Lou Bissette (McGuire Wood & 




Bissette)
Bailey/Bissette
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Thanks Ray and Lou. Your leadership over the past five years has 





brought us to where we are today. 





I’d like to invite Advantage Asheville 2010 chairs Robert Sipes 




(Progress Energy) and Fred Groce (BB&T) to tell you about the 




future of the campaign. Gentleman....

Sipes/Groce 
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Thanks Robert and Fred. We’re looking forward to continued 




success with Advantage Asheville. 





Many, many contributors are responsible not only for this building 




and Visitor Center, but also for the successes we’ve seen in both 




economic and workforce development. I would like to recognize 




some of our major donors. From Buncombe County, Commission 




Chair, Nathan Ramsey. Nathan...

Nathan Ramsey
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And, from the City of Asheville, Mayor Terry Bellamy. Terry...

Terry Bellamy
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The Buncombe County Tourism Development Fund was also 




instrumental in funding this beautiful Visitor Center. Herman Turk 




is chair of the organization. Herman....
Herman Turk
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Again, our sincere thanks to all of you. We count on your support 




to make Asheville a competitive, vital ????




Finally, I would like to recognize our sponsors for this evening’s 




event.





28806 Deli Bakery Caterers





The Brite Agency





Allegro Music





The Biltmore Company





Blossoms at Biltmore Park





Classic Event Rental





FASTSIGNS





French Broad Brewery





Foilage Concepts





Mail Management Services





Mountain Valley Spring Water





US Food Service





Our sincere thanks also to Union Transfer & Storage for 





making our move as simple as possible. Wayne Campbell is here. 




Wayne, would you raise your hand.







Finally, I’d like to invite Charlie Haltiwanger, our Chairman of the 



Board, to wrap things up. Charlie....

