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FRED GROCE

· THANKS TO BOTH LOU AND K. RAY FOR THE GREAT LEADERSHIP YOU HAVE UNSEFISHLY PROVIDED ASHEVILLE FOR SO MANY YEARS.  IT WAS THE VISION OF YOU AND YOUR PEERS THAT HAS LED US TO WHERE WE ARE TODAY.  IT HAS NOT BEEN A QUICK PATH, OR AN EASY ONE, BUT WE GOT HERE AND THAT’S WORTH CELEBRATING!

· THIS BUILDING IS BEAUTIFUL!  AS LOU SAID, I DON’T THINK ANY OF US ENVISIONED THIS 15 YEARS AGO.  BUT HERE WE ARE!  NOT ONLY IS THIS THE CULMINATION OF A LOT OF HARD WORK, BUT IT IS CONFIRMATION THAT ASHEVILLE IS A COMMUNITY THAT’S ON THE RISE.  WE DON’T SIT BACK AND WAIT FOR OTHERS TO MAKE US SUCCESSFUL, WE TAKE THE BULL BY THE HORNS AND MAKE IT HAPPEN OURSELVES!

· AND THAT’S WHAT ADVANTAGE ASHEVILLE 2010 IS ALL ABOUT.-----BUILDING ON THIS GREAT FOUNDATION THAT HAS BEEN LAID FOR OUR COMMUNITY AND LAUNCHING US TO NEW AND GREATER HEIGHTS.  THE BUILDING IS GREAT.  BUT THE TRUE LEGACY WILL BE WHAT THIS BUILDING ALLOWS US TO DO.

· LOU AND K. RAY BOTH MENTIONED THEY HAVE BEEN AROUND SINCE THE BEGINNING FIFTEEEN YEARS AGO AND SO HAVE  I.  IN FACT, ONE REASON I WAS SO PLEASED AND HONORED THAT RICK ASKED ME TO CO-CHAIR THIS CAMPAIGN IS BECAUSE I VIEWED IT AS A GREAT OPPORTUNITY FOR US TO HELP BUILD STRONG, NEW LEADERSHIP THAT WILL LEAD ASHEVILLE THROUGH THE NEXT FIFTEEN YEARS AND BEYOND.  I AM PROUD TO INTRODUCE ROBERT SIPES, THE OTHER CO-CHAIR OF ADVANTAGE ASHEVILLE 2010, WHO I THINK REPRESENTS THAT NEW LEADERSHIP.  ROBERT IS GOING TO TAKE JUST A FEW MINUTES HERE AND TOUCH ON SOME OF THE DETAILS OF THE CAMPAIGN AND LET YOU KNOW WHERE THINGS STAND..

ROBERT SIPES

· THANKS FRED.  IT’S AN HONOR FOR ME TO BE SERVING WITH FRED AND FOLLOWING THE PATH LAID BY LOU, K. RAY AND SO MANY OTHERS, MANY OF WHOM I SEE HERE TONIGHT.  THIS CELEBRATION IS REALLY A TRIBUTE TO ALL OF YOU AND I AM HUMBLED JUST TO BE A PART OF IT.

· ADVANTAGE ASHEVILLE 2010 IS ABOUT PROGRESS, PROPSERITY AND PEOPLE
· PROGRESS IS EVIDENCED BY THIS BUILDING AND THE ECONOMIC RESULTS YOU HAVE ALREADY HEARD FROM PAST ADVANTAGE ASHEVILLE INITIATIVES. BY DEDICATING THE REMAINING FUNDS NEEDED TO COMPLETE THE BUILDING, ADVANTAGE ASHEVILLE 2010 WILL BUILD ON THAT FOUNDATION AND SYNERGY BY INCREASING MOMENTUM AND CAPITALIZING ON FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES FOR GROWTH AND PROSPERITY. 

· PROPSPERITY WILL BE SEEN IN NEW JOBS, NEW INVESTMENT AND NEW ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL OF OUR CITIZENS.  FUNDS FROM ADVANTAGE ASHEVILLE 2010 WILL BE USED TO SUPPLEMENT AND ENHANCE IMPORTANT ECONOMIC GROWTH PROGRAMS THAT ALLOW US TO CONTINUE GROWING OUR ECONOMY IN SMART, BALANCED WAYS THAT ARE CONSISTENT WITH THOSE PLANS DEVELOPED BY THE HUB PROJECT LEADERSHIP.

· PEOPLE DO EVERYTHING!  WITHOUT A TRAINED AND SKILLED WORKFORCE, NONE OF THIS CAN HAPPEN.  ADVANTAGE ASHEVILLE 2010 WILL PROVIDE FUNDING TO ENSURE  WORKFORCE PROGRAMS THAT ARE CONSISTENT WITH AND ADD VALUE TO ASHEVILLE’S OVERALL GOALS FOR ECONOMIC GROWTH.
· PROGRESS, PROSPERITY AND PEOPLE.  THAT’S WHAT ADVANTAGE ASHEVILLE 2010 IS ALL ABOUT.  OUR GOAL FOR TODAY WAS TO HAVE AT LEAST 50% OF THE $2.5 MILLION REQUIRED FOR PROGRAMMATIC ADDITIONS AND ENHANCEMENTS COMMITTED.  I AM PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THAT WE HAVE COMMITMENTS TO INVEST OVER $1.3 MILLION – 52% OF OUR PROGRAMMATTIC GOAL, TO ASHEVILLE 2010.  
THAT’S GREAT NEWS.  BUT THE REAL WORK IS AHEAD OF US.  OVER THE NEXT FOUR MONTHS OR SO, WE WILL BE CALLING ON MANY OF YOU TO DO YOUR PART.  WE DO NEED YOUR HELP.  ADVANTAGE ASHEVILLE 2010 MUST BE A TEAM EFFORT..  PLEASE JOIN THE LEGACY OF LEADERSHIP IN ASHEVILLE AND HELP US BUILD ON THIS GREAT FOUNDATION.  
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