DATE

NAME

ADDRESS

Asheville, NC

Dear:

Since 1991, Advantage Asheville has been at the forefront of Asheville and Buncombe County’s economic development activities. Over that time, the input and expertise from numerous public and private community leaders has provided for the development of clearly defined economic and workforce development programs. Our Chambers successful execution of these programs has provided measurable outcomes resulting in positive growth throughout the Asheville area, despite consistent challenges retaining manufacturing jobs. 

Conditions throughout the Asheville area continue to change as it is faced with ongoing challenges including; plant closings, rising healthcare costs, the need for more affordable housing, balancing environmental interests with economic development, and the changing “face” of approaches to economic enhancement.  In recognition of these issues facing the business community, it is has never been more apparent of the need to continuing aggressive and thorough economic and workforce development programs. 

As a respected business leader in our community who was nominated by your peers through the assessment process, we would like to ask you to join us and over 30 other community leaders, as a member of the Advantage Asheville 2010 Steering Committee. As a member of the Steering Committee, your time commitment will be limited to 2-3 meetings over the course of the 8-10 month campaign. A list of responsibilities is attached.
We have asked Jennifer Silver from the Advantage Asheville 2010 office to call you to schedule a convenient time for you to meet with one of our campaign managers, Rob Radcliff or Mike Dryden, to further discuss your involvement and the details of Advantage Asheville 2010.
We thank you for your consideration and hope that you will join us in this most important initiative for the Asheville area. If you have questions for either of us, please do not hesitate to call.
Sincerely,

Robert A. Sipes




Fred Groce

Co-Chair





Co-Chair

Vice President, Western Region


Vice President (retired)

Progress Energy




BB&T
Asheville Area Chamber of Commerce

Advantage Asheville 2010

Role of the Co-Chairs and Campaign Steering Committee:

· Work with the Co-Chairs and members of the campaign steering committee and campaign staff to ensure the ultimate success of the campaign and realization of the funding goal.

· Publicly endorse the campaign’s goals, substance and strategy.

· Assist in identifying and rating the willingness and investment potential of prospective program investors.

· Agree to the use of your name and title on campaign stationary, brochure and other campaign materials.

· Assist in developing the solicitation strategy for potential program investors, including those individuals, companies and organizations with whom you have a personal or professional relationship.

· If needed, assist the campaign coordinator in the securing appointments with selected campaign prospects and providing appropriate follow up to encourage the prospect to commit their financial support. 

· Make a financial pledge in support of the Advantage Asheville 2010 campaign. This represents your commitment to the success of the campaign and will motivate and inspire others to invest in the future of Asheville and Buncombe County.

